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offense, to feed upon opinion, and no longer upon   CHAP.
truth.

* Now the winged horses and charioteers of the gods
are all of taem good and of good breed, while those of
men are mixed. We have a charioteer who drives them
in a pair, and one of them is excellent and of excellent
origin, and the other is base and of base origin; and
necessariry it is hard and troublesome to manage them*.
The teams of the gods, evenly poised, glide upwards in
obedience to the rein; but the others have a difficulty,
for the horse that has evil in him, if he has not been
thoroughly broken in by the charioteer, goes heavily,
inclining towards the .earth, and depressing the driver/'

The gods ascend to the heaven above the heavens,
the .place of pure truth, and there contemplate' the
colourless frnd figureless ideas-. " This is the life of the
gods, but of the other souls that which follows the gods
best and is likest to them lifts the head of the charioteer
into the outer region, and is carried round in the revo-
lution of the worlds, troubled with the horses, and
seeing the ideas with difficulty. Another rises above
and dips below the surface of the upper and outer region,
and sees and again fails to see, owing to the restiveness
*of its team. The rest of the souls are also longing
after the upper world, and they all fdilaw; but not
being strong enough, they sink below the surface as
they are carried round, plunging, treading on one an-
other, striving to be first. There is confusion, and
conflict, end the extremity of effort, and many of them
are lamed or have their wings broken through the ill*
driving of the charioteers; and ftll of them, after a long*
toil, depart without being initiated into the spectacle*
of being, and after their departure are fain to feed upon
the food of opinion. The reason why the sods show
this great eagerness to see the field of truth is that
pasturage is found in that meadow stilted to the highest
part of the soul, and to the growth of the pinions cm